
The 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7 (ESV) 
5 Let me sing for my beloved my love song 
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and 
cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked 
for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men 
of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard.4 What more was there to do for my 
vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I 
looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild 
grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to 
my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it 
shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a 
waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers 
and thorns shall grow up; I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For 
the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house 
of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant 
planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, 
bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an 
outcry! 
 
Philippians 3:4b-14 (ESV) 
4 If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, 
a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I 
had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 
of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and 
the power of his resurrection, and may share 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11 that by any means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have 

already obtained this or am already perfect, 
but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.  
 
Matthew 21:33-46 (ESV) 
33 “Hear another parable. There was a master 
of a house who planted a vineyard and put a 
fence around it and dug a winepress in it and 
built a tower and leased it to tenants, and 
went into another country. 34 When the 
season for fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And 
the tenants took his servants and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again 
he sent other servants, more than the first. 
And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
40 When therefore the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41 They said to him, “He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death and let out the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the fruits in their seasons.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read 
in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this 
was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in 
our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom 
of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one 
who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will 
crush him.” 45 When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived 
that he was speaking about them. 46 And 
although they were seeking to arrest him, 
they feared the crowds, because they held 
him to be a prophet. 
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Theme of the Day ~ The Old Testament lesson today develops the 
imagery of wild grapes.  The Gospel lesson for today also speaks of the 
Lord’s vineyard.  In the Epistle lesson, Paul talks about his boast.  The 
issue of prejudice and injustice based on skin color are in the spotlight.  
Christians look for enemies of their cause.  We have an enemy in this 
world, but the real enemy isn’t flesh and blood.  God wants us to live 
according to His will and ways, trusting in Jesus.  God the Holy Spirit will 
clothe and equip us with His spiritual armor to withstand all that comes 
against us.  The most impactful and meaningful way for Christians to heal 
the sinful divides in our world is by faithful, fruitful living, through His power 
from His Word and Sacraments.  

 

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three P. 184 

OPENING HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 426 vv. 1, 4 

SERMON HYMN “The Man is Ever Blessed” 705 vv. 1-3 

SERMON “Bringing the Fruit of His Steadfast Love” Philippians 3:4b-14 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “For the Fruits of His Creation” 894 

 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” 618 

CLOSING HYMN “God Loved the World so That He Gave” 571 vv. 1, 6 
 
 
 
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Carolyn Laurenz 
Elders  Dale Rohde & Paul Bohn    
Ushers      Dick Bluemer, Bruce Tessin, Dave Little 
A/V Sierra Yell 
Altar Guild Jeanne Kade 

 

http://www.zionhemlock.org/


Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 30 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $4,128 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $1,055; Cap. Prj. $20; God’s Helping Hands  
$300; In memory of Sharon Letts $15. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  Oct 6 – Kathy 
Clapp; Bill Rohde (his 87th); Oct 7-Aubree Hildebrandt; Oct 8- Ruth Shields 
(her 90th); Oct 9- Suzanne Carroll, Don Schomaker (his 86th), Melvin 
Winslow (his 91st) 
 
Today’s Memory Verse ~ “This is My command: Love each other.” John 
15:7  
 
Resources for Rachel ~ Door offering following the service this morning.  
 

Flowers on the altar are in celebration of the 61st wedding 
anniversary of Don and Gertie Schomaker.  

 
October is Clergy Appreciation month. Cards may be sent to 

the Hauser’s at 5786 Knoll St. Saginaw, MI 48603. We do 
appreciate you Pastor Hauser. 

 
New Candelabras ~ Be sure to take notice of our new 
candelabras. They are beautiful! The bases now match 
the altar candles as well. These replace the previous 
ones which were well used for many years and had 
dents and were tarnished, had been repaired and 
refinished several times. Memorial money was used to 

 purchase these from the C.W. Almy company. 
 
Sauerkraut is now available ~ Quarts $3, Pints $2 
 
Volunteer Opportunity ~ Toni & Trish House in Auburn is 
looking for individuals who would like to volunteer their time 
for a few hours a week or every other week. We will provide 
a one hour training and/or mentorship to make sure that people have all of 
the skills necessary to help us care for our terminally ill guests. If you have 
questions call 989-9692-6400 or email trishhouse@gmail.com. 


